Spongiosis hepatis in rats treated with low doses of hepatotropic nitrosamines.
Spongiosis hepatis, a characteristic pathomorphologic entity originating from the perisinusoidal liver cells, was observed in rats after administration of relatively low doses of the hepatocarcinogens dimethylnitrosamine (DMNA) and nitrosopyrrolidine (NO-Pyr), but not after application of the urinary bladder carcinogen butyl-butanolnitrosamine (BBNA). The results support the conception that spongiosis is a persisting liver lesion due to specific changes of the perisinusoidal liver cells by hepatotropic carcinogens.